Ecosystem Management through Fire: Case studies of fire use in Tallgrass Prairie, Savannah and forested areas of Southern Ontario.

Thursday: field tour 12:30-5:00PM, leaving from Delta Kitchener-Waterloo

Friday: in class presentations 08:30AM – 4:30PM, Delta Kitchener-Waterloo

Presenters:
Bedford, Derek: Parks Canada, Pukaskwa 
Bruin, Fred: Lands and Forests
Buck, Graham: Species at Risk Biologist –MNR, Guelph

Dobbyn, Sandy: Central Zone Ecologist – MNR, Ontario Parks

Emery, Mark: Stewardship Coordinator – MNR, Alymer

Kidnie, Susan: University of Toronto
McDonnell, Dino: Niagara Parks Commission
McLeod, Janine: Natural Heritage Coordinator – Alderville First Nation

VanWeiren, Josh: Parks Canada, Islands of St. Lawrence 

Dunning, Bruce: Fire Advisor – MNR, East Fire Region 

Shortt, Nolan: Fire Advisor – MNR, East Fire Region
Organizers:
Breault, Kyle: Program Coordinator – Tallgrass Ontario
Galambos, Nicole: Fire Science & Planning Specialist – MNR, East Fire Region
Reed, Kerry: Central Region Coordinator – Tallgrass Ontario
Thursday October 7th 
	
	Overview
	Presenters

	1230-1700

or

1330-1800


	Site visit of fire-rejuvenated prairie 
· Investigate and discuss objectives and goals for fire use (prescribed burning)

· Habitat restoration & maintenance
· Discuss roll of land ownership, public interests, stakeholders, lessons learned, etc… 

· Emphasis on fire delivery (training, safety, etc…)

· Look at the role of public, communications

· Discuss the need for safe burning and safety of all personnel involved in burning

 
	Nolan Shortt 
Bruce Dunning
Mark Emery 

Kyle Breault 
Kerry Reed
Nicole Galambos


Friday October 8th 
	
	Overview
	Presenters

	0830-0850
	Introduction/welcome - & logistics
	 

	0850- 0950
	Experiences with grassland fire - knowledge transfer
· Overview of the evolution of fire use in Southern Ontario

· Discussion of current and historic delivery systems (government – private industry)
· Challenges and opportunities moving forward
	Fred Bruin

	0950-1005
	Break
	

	1005-1055
	MNR Species at Risk 
· Overview Ontario’s Endangered Species Act and requirements for habitat and species

· Discuss opportunities for maintenance and restoration of species at risk and habitats at risk through prescribed burning
	Graham Buck

	1055-1145
	Parks Canada 
· Overview Pitch Pine restoration work in the Islands of St. Lawrence National Park
· Discuss fire management planning, burns for the long term health of Pitch Pine
	Derek Bedford
Josh VanWieren

	1145-1200
	Question/Discussion period
	

	1200-1230
	Lunch
	

	1230-1320
	Ontario Parks 
· Discuss the ecological implications, monitoring and adaptive management approach to fire

· Review Rondeau Provincial Park as a case study

· Lessons learned, future work
	Sandy Dobbyn

	1320-1400
	Niagara Parks Commission 
· Discuss challenges and successes implementing a new fire management program

· Overview of organization and future opportunities
	Dino McDonnell

	1400-1430
	Alderville First Nation - Black Oak Savannah
· Explore the Black Oak Savannah restoration work at Alderville First Nation

· Discuss current work and future plans
	Janine McLeod

	1430-1445
	Break
	

	1445-1545
	Research Partnerships & Collaboration

· Overview partnership developed to recognize and fill a gap in fuel loading information

· Overview product, introduce field guide develop for tallgrass fuel loading
	Mark Emery

Susan Kidnie

	1545-1615
	General questions/discussion

	Nicole Galambos

	1615-1630
	Closing

	Kyle Breault, Kerry Reed 
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